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SUBJECT: NI CONSTITUTION BILL PASSED: NEW ASSEMBLY TO MEET 
JULY 31 

1. NI CONSTITUTION BILL BECAME LAW ON JULY 18 1973 ABOLISHING 
THE NI PARLIAMENT AND PROVIDING THAT NI SHALL REMAIN PART OF 
THE UK, UNLESS THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE IN NI VOTE 
OTHERWISE IN A POLL HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

2. THE BILL PROVIDES NEW ARRANGEMENT FOR THE GOVERNING OF 
NI AND SETS OUT THE PROCEDURES FOR THE NEW ASSEMBLY, WHICH 
WILL HOLD ITS FIRST MEETING ON JULY 31 IN THE CENTRAL HALL 
AT STORMONT CASTLE. THE MEMBERS WILL ELECT A PRESIDING 
OFFICER AT THIS MEETING AND THEN PROCEED TO DRAW UP STANDING 
ORDERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 25 OF THE ACT. 

3. DURING THE PAST WEEK SECRETARY OF STATE WHITELAW MET WITH 
POLITICAL LEADERS TO DISCUSS THE CONTINUING CONTROVERSY 
CONCERNING CONTROL AND ACCEPTABILITY TO ALL SIDES OF THE 
COMMUNITY OF THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY (RUC). THE RUC 
DREW ADDITIONAL HEADLINES WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT CHIEF 
CONSTABLE SIR GRAHAM SHILLINGTON WOULD RESIGN ON OCTOBER 31 
1973 FOR PERSONAL REASONS. HIS RESIGNATION COMES AT ONE OF THE 
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MOST DIFFICULT TIMES OF RUC HISTORY AND THE SELECTION OF HIS 
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SUCCESSOR WILL BE A TEST FOR NI POWER SHARING STARTING AT A 
NATURAL BASE OF LAW AND ORDER. 
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